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BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

BOOK III:
THE HISTORY OF ASSYRIA,

CHAPTER L

THE  BEGINNING ft   OF  ASSYRIA.

OF the period when the first settlers of a Se-
mitic race entered Assyria nothing is known, but
all things point to their coming from Babylonia.
The oldest traditions of the Semitic peoples con-
nect the Assyrians with the Babylonians, and the
earliest titles of their rulers point to dependence
upon the previous civilization in the south. We
are unab]e to trace the political and social history
of Assyria to any point at all approaching the
vast antiquity of Babylonia.

There is evidence, as already Been, that the city
of Nineveh was in existence at least three thousand
years before Christ, but of the men who built it and
reigned in it we know absolutely nothing. As in
Babylonia, we are confronted in the beginnings of